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And every gras that groweth upon roote
She shal eek knowe, and whom it wol do boote,
AI be hise woundes never so depe and wyde"1
In a German story2 a prince comes to a castle where all
the people are fast asleep. In a hall of the castle he finds a
table, and on the table a golden ring. A silver inscription
on the table declares that whoever puts the ring in his mouth
will understand the language of birds. Afterwards the prince
puts the ring in his mouth and thus, by understanding what
three crows are saying, he is saved from death and recovers
his eyesight.
(<5) A Swabian legend says that three witches of Heiligen-
thal culled simples in the woods and fields, and one of these
simples imparted a knowledge of the language of animals.3
In an Italian story a man, plucking some grass at random,
suddenly finds that he understands what the birds are saying.
He hears one of them tell where a treasure is to be found.
He then drops the grass and immediately ceases to under-
stand the birds ; he looks for the grass but never finds it
again. However, he finds the treasure in the place described
by the bird.4 In an Esthonian story a girl has learned in her
youth the language of birds from an old woman, and her
eldest sister imparts a knowledge of the bird language to a
prince by giving him to eat a cake composed of meal, pork,
and certain herbs, the magic virtue residing in the herbs.5
In Brittany there is a plant called the golden herb (herbe d> or)
because it shines from afar like gold. If anyone happens to
tread on it, he at once falls asleep and understands the
language of birds, dogs, wolves, and so on. The plant is
seldom found and never but at the peep of dawn ; it can be
gathered only by holy people and with certain mystic rites.6
But the plant which is most commonly supposed to impart
1  Chaucer, Squier's Tale, w. 146-     i. p. 152) wrongly attributes the magic
155.                                                       influence to the pork.   The words are
2  J.   W.   Wolf,   Deutsche   Haus-     plain:  " Mem Schweinefleischkucken
marchen   (Gottingen    and    Leipzig,     von   Gestern . . . war  mit  Zauber-
1851), p. 148 sgq.                                    krautern gefullt, nvelche euck in den
3  A. Birlinger, Volkstkumliches aus     Stand setzen, Alles zu verstehen, was
Schwaben, i. p. I.                                   dieklugen Vogelunter einanderreden"
4  Morlini, Novellae, N'o. 60.                   * Laisnel de la Salle, Croyances et
5  Fr. Kreutzwald, Rhstnische Mdkr-     legendes   du   centre   de   la   France',
chen (Halle,  1869), pp. i, 7, 14 sq.     i.    p.    233,    quoting   Villemarque,
Gubernatis    (Zoological   Mythology',     Barzaz-Brciz, i. pp. 102, 187.